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Weblinks
Emergency Closure   http://www.bsd405.org/Default.aspx?tabid=272 
Highland PTSA:  http://www.highlandptsa.org 
Highland PTSA email:  hmsptsanews@comcast.net   
Highland Middle School:  http://www.bsd405.org/highland/ 
Interlake High School PTSA:  http://www.interlakeptsa.org 
Interlake High School International Baccalaureate Program:  http://www.ibbellevue.org/ 
Bellevue PTSA  http://www.bellevueptsacouncil.org/default.aspx 
(note: you may need to copy and paste the web address into your browser)
Highland Calendar of Events… Looking Ahead
 
OCTOBER
22-24  BSF Phonathon
NOVEMBER
3          Auction
7          Conferences  Last name A-L  3-7PM
9          No School  Professional, Conference Day
12        No School  Veterans Day
13        Conferences  Last name M-Z  3:30-7PM
14        Reflections Entries Due
20        PTSA General Meeting
23-24  No School  Thanksgiving Break
DECEMBER
3-7      Book Fair
5          Band Concert
6          Orchestra and Choir Concert
19-Jan 1        No School – Winter Break
------------------------------------------------
Highland Auction
Please consider attending the HMS Auction this Saturday night, Nov. 3 or at the very least, sponsoring a teacher or making a cash contribution.  
 
Lots of hard work has gone into making this a successful event.  The goal is to raise $12K to support much needed programs at HMS: 6th grade camp, field trips, 8th grade party, teacher grants, PTSA communications, the Back to School Pizza Night, etc.   As is often the case, it seems only a small percentage of families are stepping up to support the auction and the programs it supports.  Please, if you are able, be one of those families.  
 
Please call me if you can help,
Brook Walker
HMS PTSA Co-President
425-644-7827
------------------------------------------------
The Washington State PTSA Legislative Assembly was held October 4 and 5, 2007.  Legislative representatives from local PTA units/schools around the state (your grassroots voice) meet each year to vote on Washington PTSA Priority Issues for the upcoming year.  These priority issues are the focus of PTSA lobbying efforts in Olympia with regard to education issues and advocacy for children.  This year 28 issues were presented. 
 
 For 2008 the top ten issues are as follows:  (The top five receive priority focus.)
1)  K-12 Education funding.
     This was #1 last year.  The state constitution states that education is the "paramount duty of the state".  This issue addresses the redefinition of basic education and the funding formulas that go with it to meet current education practices and requirements.  The current definition and formulas have not changed substantially since 1977.
2)  Math and Science Education---In top 5 last year.
3)  Quality Teaching
     This issues address teacher training, proficiency, retention, evaluation and supports.
4)  Student Support Services
     This issue combines several separate initiatives from prior years and addresses staffing, especially school counselors, nurses, and librarians.
5)  Special Education Funding
     This issue addresses full funding of actual costs.  Districts currently receive a set allocation from the state regardless of actual percentage of special needs students enrolled.  Balance of funding comes out of rest of regular school district budget.
6)  Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate
     Many districts in the state don't have AP/IB programs or student access is limited.
7)  Highly Capable Programs
8)  School Recess
     In top 5 last year.  The goal is to safeguard recess for elementary students.  Statewide trend is to maximize instruction time at the expense of recess.
9)  Funding Inequities
     Relates to imbalances in many areas amongst different districts throughout the state.
10)  Children's Health Care
 
Overall, the priority issues of the past few years, along with recent activities of the state legislature and governor are coming to a head and are reflected in our top 5 priority issues this year.  Keeping PTSA pressure for government follow through on education funding issues is extremely important in 2008.
 
What can you do??
1)  Vote Tuesday 11/6
     HJR 4204, the Simple Majority issue is on the ballot.  This has been a top priority issue for Washington State PTSA for several years, to get the legislature to put this measure on the ballot.  This initiative changes the state constitution so that short term (2-5 year) school operating levies need only pass with a simple majority of the vote, 50% + 1, just like jail or stadium levies.  Currently a 60% super majority is required.  This measure does not affect longer term (20-30 year) capital construction bond levies which will still require a 60% super majority.
2)  Attend a local PTSA sponsored Legislative Round Table discussion to meet our district legislators.  Thursday, November 15, 7-9 PM at Newport High School in Factoria.
3)  Contact your legislators with your opinions, especially when a significant issue is in the news.  This is EASY TO DO via the link at www.wastatepta.org on the legislative page; or by calling the legislative hotline at 1-800-562-6000
4)  Plan to attend WA State PTSA FOCUS DAY, February 13, 2008, in Olympia, and call or email your representatives that day if you can't attend.  Bellevue PTSA Council generally charters two buses for this event.  More info will follow as the date nears.
5)  Join PTA!!  For under $20 add your voice to our membership numbers, statewide 650,000 strong!  It makes the government take notice!!  At Highland, more members means more votes for our school community at the PTA Legislative Assembly each year to set the priority issues.
 
Sharon Taubel
Highland PTSA Legislative Chair
425-747-3135
 ------------------------------------------------
Introducing the…
Ph. D. Program of Somerset…
“A wise investment of your time!”
 

What is it? Parenthood Development (Ph.D.) is a series of six parent education presentations.  It is a newly sponsored PTSA committee born from the following belief: Somerset parents value education and information, not just for our children, but also for our selves.  
 

What is the purpose? The purpose of the program is to provide parents with learning opportunities in the form of lectures, information, and access to community resources.  This will help facilitate and encourage communication amongst parents, teachers, and other professionals which will contribute to the healthy growth of children and families within our community and the Bellevue School District at large.
 

Do I have to enroll?  No.  As a member of our community you are invited to attend any one or all six of the presentations offered.
 

When is it?  Presentations will be one hour in length beginning at 7:00pm and ending at 8pm on the following dates! 
 
Nov. 27 – “Harvard is not won or lost in Elementary School”
                   Dr. James Mazza, Assoc. Professor, Educational Psychology, UW
 

Topics for January 22*, March 25, and May 27* will be announced later.
*Denotes 30 minute PTSA General Meeting will precede the presentation.
 
What about childcare?   Somerset students will be eligible for a free childcare service when their parents attend the presentation.  Children will be expected to do homework or play board games.  The childcare will be provided by local high school students who will be earning community service hours for volunteering.  Note there will also be one or more parent supervisors.
 

What does it cost?  It is our goal to provide all of these opportunities for further education at no cost to our parents.  However, it is possible that an admission fee be requested for future engagements.
 

Questions, comments or ideas? Please contact Natasha Nimmo at 425-226-7618/ Nimmani@aol.com or Mu Chai at 425-765-2810 Mu.chai@gmail.com .     

 

Generously Sponsored by PTSA & Eastside Community Network!
 
------------------------------------------------
Bellevue Schools Foundation – Job Openings
Announcing 2 part-time positions at the Bellevue Schools Foundation: 
1) Development Database Technology Associate and 2) Accountant.  Both are part-time, year around jobs and are open NOW.  Please check our website www.bsfdn.org/About/Jobs for the job descriptions and further details.  Questions or inquiries, please contact Sherry Ladd, Executive Director, Bellevue Schools Foundation, email: sherry@bsfdn.org, tel: 425.456.4199.


Curriculum Enhancement & Music Grants
A variety of schools have been awarded Music grants for upcoming events during the school year.  Grant projects include: purchasing new ¾ size violins for the 5th grade orchestra program; inviting guest teachers/experts for orchestra and band clinics; and participating in community parades and festivals from Ocean Shores to Vancouver, BC.
 
Curriculum enhancement grants for Fall will be announced on Wednesday, November 7, 2007.  The complete listing will be posted on the BSF website www.bsfdn.org/grants.


Monies raised during BSF’s Phonathon help to fund writing, science, student support programs and more.
You can make a difference for the children in our schools! 
Volunteer to make calls on any or all of Phonathon dates
Make a generous donation when volunteer parents from your school call
For more information about Phonathon, check out the BSF website www.bsfdn.org/Events/phonathon.asp.  All donations welcome!
 
Amazon.com
Just go to the BSF website home page (www.bsfdn.org), click on the Amazon.com link, and BSF will receive over 7% of each sale.  Remember, you must always go through the BSF website link for us to get credit for the order.  Thank you!


Did you know???
Since 1999, BSF has directed $1,081,563 toward improvements in the language arts curriculum in the Bellevue School District.  This funding has come in large part from parents like you and is the type of support your Phonathon donation provides – Thank you!


For further information on any of the above, please contact:
Gillian Doyle, Bellevue Schools Foundation
tel:  425.456.4199
email:  gillian@bsfdn.org
------------------------------------------------
Student Store Volunteers Needed
The Student Store is in need of afternoon volunteer parents that can offer a little time, please.  We need parents to work in the store after school.  Call Eileen Sampson if you are interested. 425-603-1538
------------------------------------------------
The Highland Book Fair Needs You!
 
The Highland Book Fair will be held 12/3 – 12/7.  The Book Fair is held in conjunction with the Highland holiday band, orchestra, and choir concerts.   This event has become a Highland tradition and a great opportunity for holiday shopping.  All monies raised from the Book Fair go directly to the Highland Library.
 Please consider volunteering for the Book Fair.  You can work one shift or multiple shifts, day shifts as well as evening shifts.   The Book Fair needs cashiers, floor staff to welcome customers and answer questions, and individuals to help set up prior to opening and pack up after closing.  
 
If you can volunteer, please contact:  Elsie Papenfus ( thepapies@gmail.com) or Elizabeth Burke (fisheraj@earthlink.net ).
 Thank you to the volunteers that signed up during the back-to-school pizza party!  
You will be hearing from Elsie or Elizabeth soon." 

------------------------------------------------
Highland Sweatshirts
Show your H.M.S. Eagle pride!!
White Hoodie  $20
Navy Hoodie  $20
White 1/4 Zip  $22
Adult sizes Small, Medium, Large & XL.
Order forms at school office.  Checks made payable to H.M.S. P.T.S.A.
Questions??  Please call or email Dawn Kuipers 643-6343, Jozwiak1@msn.com
------------------------------------------------
Highland Middle School 2006-2007 Board of Directors
 
HIGHLAND MIDDLE SCHOOL 2006-2007
PTSA Board of Directors
Executive Committee
 
Co-President                                    Brook Walker            we4walkers@comcast.net
Co-President                                    Kim Gunnerson       gunnek@u.washington.edu
Vice-President                                  Sheila Davis             sheilad@microsoft.com
Vice-President                                  Sonia Doughty         Sonia.do@verizon.net
Secretary                                           Uzma Butte               ubutte@hotmail.com
Treasurer                                           Cindy Mueller           cindymueller6@comcast.net
Committee Chairs
 
Auction – Procurement                  Kristine Keski           kriskeski@aol.com         
Auction – Coordinator                     Kris Kennedy                        kristina.kennedy@comcast.net
BINGO Night                                     Karen Parker                        parkerhome@msn.com
Book Fair                                           Elizabeth Burke       fisheraj@earthlink.net     
Elsie Papenfus        thepapies@gmail.com   
BSF Liaison                                      Karen Parker                        parkerhome@msn.com  
Directory                                            Patty Ray                   raypattyg@yahoo.com  
E-mail Newsletter Editor                 Tom Gordon              tomgor@comcast.net
E-mail Newsletter Database          Tom Gordon              
Health & Wellness                           Jennifer Aguilar       jm.aguilar@yahoo.com 
8th Grade Party                                 Dawn Kuipers          jozwiak1@msn.com 
7th Grade Parent Rep                      OPEN 
6th Grade Walkathon                       Jill Wagner    
Legislative                                         Sharon Taubel         sharonleekc@yahoo.com  
Membership                                      Jill Mullen
Multicultural Potluck                       Hortensia Moreno     hortensiamorenonunez@hotmail.com
Newsletter                                         Karla Ostlund           pkostlund@verizon.net
Newsletter Distribution                   Lisa Northey             northeys@comcast.net 
Reflections                                        Terry Lanfear            terrylan@microsoft.com 
Skate King Event coordinator        OPEN
Staff Appreciation                            Karen Black              akblack@verizon.net
Student Store Buyer                        Jill Mullen                  
Student Store Volunteer Coord.    Eileen Sampson      emsampson@comcast.net
Sweatshirts                                       Dawn Kuipers          jozwiak1@msn.com
Volunteer Coordinator                    Julie Pratt                  pratts@msn.com
Welcome Picnic                               Kristen Dawson       kristen@product-promos.com
                                                            Sheila Davis             sheilad@microsoft.com
------------------------------------------------
EAGLES CONNECTION is emailed courtesy of the HMS PTSA.
Please submit information for the newsletter on the 1st and 3rd Fridays to hmsptsanews@comcast.net 
Items submitted may be accepted, rejected, or edited at our discretion.
To add or remove your name from the mailing list, or to change your contact information, please email Tom Gordon  hmsptsanews@comcast.net 
